
To those of you who are new to Toro Park School, “Welcome” and to 
those of you returning, “Welcome back”. The school year has gotten off 
to a great start and the classes are settling into a daily routine. We pub-
lish this newsletter each month and try to include as much information as 
possible about upcoming events at Toro Park and in the school district. 
 

Are you interested in learning more about Toro Park School and having 
input on the direction we are moving? Consider volunteering for the School Site Council.  
There are two parent openings this year, watch for the flyer sent home or check on the 
website for more information.  
 

There’s an APP for that!  The WUSD Schoolwires App has been revamped!  
Search the App Store for key words Toro Park School and download the free 
app to get easy access to upcoming school and district events. 
 

 

Volunteering: There are many opportunities for you to volunteer at Toro Park. For those 
who have not volunteered before, please plan to attend the Volunteer Orientation on 
September 21, 2017 at 9:00 am. If you have volunteered in the past, please be sure that 
your TB test is current and sign a new confidentiality agreement in the school office.  
 

Parents’ Club & WUEF will be hosting a parent social on September 5th from 8:00 am—
9:30 am.  This is a great opportunity to learn about WUEF and Parents’ Club, plus find out 
ways you can help make this school year great! 
 

Don’t forget to check out the sections dedicated to Parents’ 
Club and WUEF.  There are a number of events to participate 
in and ways you can help.  Both organizations are actively 
searching for new members.  Come to a meeting, contact the 
organizational president, or follow them on Facebook, don’t be 
left out of the fun! 

 

 

Welcome to the New School Year! 

As you can imagine a school with 400 young students has many daily procedures to ensure every-
one’s safety. Two of the most dangerous times of the school day are when students are arriving in 
the morning and departing in the afternoon. The school parking lot is crowded and people are gener-
ally in a hurry, therefore specific procedures are required to ensure student safety. If you drive      
children to school, please help us by following these procedures:              

Continued on page 5 

Important Safety Message 

Oops! Someone didn’t 
follow the directions! 

 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Thursday, 9/21/17 
 

Parent Social 
8:10 am — 9:00 am 

& 
Volunteer & Room 

Parent 
Orientation  

9:00 am  

 
THANK 

YOU! 
 

A big thank you for 

all the classroom and 

grade level donations 

received these past 

two weeks! 

 
 

Toro Park School 

“A Great Place to Start!” 

Toro Times 
September 2017 
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Welcome Back WUSD staff, students, parents & families! 
  

Welcome back to returning and new families! We hope you had a fun summer and are ready for another 

great school year! Thanks to some amazing fundraising efforts last year, Parents’ Club could present a 

check to the district for almost 18,000.00 to be distributed amongst our 3 schools. Thank you for all 

your support! This money goes to providing teachers with extra financial support to make our class-

rooms exciting places to learn, support speakers for assemblies, as well as providing our Principals the 

flexibility to provide resources for our students that are not financed through State Funding. 

We have also provided an emergency bag for each student in the district. YES, each student has an 

emergency bag for them in their classroom! We hope you have filled out your Annual Membership 

Drive paperwork, and included payment. Your $40.00 contribution to Parents’ Club makes a huge dif-

ference for our children! Please check out Parents’ Club on the district website for more info. 

Mark your calendars for our annual Harvest Carnival being held on October 14th 11-3 at Toro Park 

School. 

Be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come 9/12, 9/26 & 10/10 after school. 

Kona cups range from $3-$6 and 20% of proceeds come back to our schools. 
 

We would like to invite you to our Parents’ Club Meeting on September 14th at 6pm in Room 10 at San 

Benancio Middle School. There should be a Parents’ Club Representative from each class present at the 

meeting. We will be working on the CARNIVAL! We always need lots of help for this big event.  

WE would love to have you there! 

 

 All the best, 

 WUSD Parents’ Club 

  

Counselor’s Corner 

Parents’ Club News 

2017 

Harvest  
Carnival 

Saturday,  
October 14th 

11am—3pm 
Toro Park 

School 
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Welcome back to a new school year!  I would like to introduce myself and let you know about the school counseling 

services offered by Washington Union School District.  My name is Katy Linforth.  This will be my third year with 

WUSD and I am excited to be part of your student’s educational team. As your school counselor, I am here to help 

ALL students be successful socially, emotionally, and behaviorally so they may access their education without barri-

ers. 

 

Here’s what I do at our school: 

 Classroom Lessons – I visit classrooms to teach social-emotional skills such as feelings, communication, prob-

lem-solving, diversity, respect, etc. 

 Small Group Counseling – I facilitate groups which give students the experience of working with two or more 

students to express and understand feelings, discover problem-solving strategies and identify support systems. 

  Individual Counseling – I work with students to explore feelings, thoughts, and behaviors in a confidential, 

one-on-one setting. 

 Consultation with Staff/Parents – I am available to meet/talk with teachers and parents to help support students 

and to provide resources and education about issues regarding child development. 

 

Here’s what you should know about me: 

 I am ONE part of the team that works to help your child succeed. 

 I like to get to know ALL students so they may feel connected and safe while they’re at school. I do my best to 

be present and accessible around campus. 

 I respect your right and your child’s right to privacy. Confidentiality is a big part of my job. 

 I invite parents to reach out with questions, concerns, and to share positive things about your child.  I share 

resources and contact information on my website at www.washingtonusd.org/domain/182 

 I love the work that I get to do as a school counselor and I feel very passionate about helping children become 

respectful and responsible citizens! 



Music Notes 

 

WELCOME BACK from WUEF! 

I hope everyone had a wonderful, relaxing summer! It’s difficult to believe it’s that time again…but 
here we are, already more than a week into another fun-filled year of learning and growing! 

For the new families to the district, welcome! Are you wondering what WUEF is about?  
Continued state budget cuts have left most public schools without enough funds to staff and run 
curriculum-based art and music programs. Unbelievably, our district receives zero funding for these programs. WUEF is 
a parent-run non-profit 501(c) (3) organization founded 34 years ago to raise the required funds to cover the budget gap, 
which has grown over the years, and ensure these enriching, award-winning programs can continue each year. In order 
to fund the salaries and programs of the art and music staff, WUEF must raise nearly $200,000 annually. This year, the 
amount to fully fund these programs for each of the 900 students in the district is $211 per student. 

What's going on for September?  

Fill the Dish Campaign - The simplest way to help WUEF raise the necessary funds to keep art and music alive for 
your student(s). Look for the form in your back to school packet, find additional donation forms and informational mate-
rials in the school offices, or donate online at wuef.ejoinme.org/donate 

If you’ve already contributed, thank you so much! If you haven’t had the chance, please try to do so by Wednesday, Sep-

tember 20.      Save the date! 

WUEF invites you to SAVE THE DATE for the second annual… 

TACO ‘BOUT A PARTY…. An evening of tacos, tequila, & festivity 

October 7th, 2017…. Andrus Barn, Salinas  

$60/Person   $45/DDs & Teachers (teachers also receive two raffle tickets) 

A casual and fun way to celebrate our amazing school district with friends, old and new.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or ideas—all input is needed and appreciated cchasen@sbcglobal.net 

Like WUEF on Facebook! Search for Washington Union Educational Foundation. You’ll stay updated on what 
WUEF has going on, how you can help, and the positive impacts of your help!  
 

The next WUEF Board meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 19, 2017 at 6:00 pm in the Toro Park School MPR. 
Everyone interested in learning more or helping out is encouraged to attend. 

Sincerely, 
 

Carli Chasen, WUEF President 2017-2018 

September – the month of the beginning rhythms of a beautiful fall.  Color your fall with music!  Through songs, stories and move-

ment, all students will be encouraged to think about the larger world – how to try again when something does not work the first time, 

how encouragement and cooperation can help. Lessons are in keeping with the National Standards for Music created by National 

Association for Music Education (NAfME) and are posted in the music room. 
 

Third graders will have a variety of song sheets.  Most will be kept in a music folder at school.  When music theory papers come 

home with your child, please look over with them and encourage them not only to practice as you would any other homework, but to 

keep all of them!  Along the way, basic music reading skills are being reinforced as the lead up to beginning recorders in January. 
 

Second graders are using song sheets for the first time and learning not only to follow along musically but also improve basic read-

ing skills.  They will collect all their songs and have a folder full to take home at the end of the school year.  
 

K+, Kinders and First graders will have a variety of musical styles and rhythms through seasonal story songbooks.  Using the 

rhythm instruments reinforces “feeling the beat” down to their feet! 
 

If you have family stories that involve music, share them with your children.  Even better, talk about some of the songs you learned 

when you were their age. 

MaryClare Martin 
Music Specialist 
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I would like to welcome everyone back to school.  I 

hope you all had a wonderful summer!  The Art Docent 

Board would like to encourage you to donate to 

WUEF’s fall fundraiser “ Fill the Dish,” which directly supports the Art Docent and Music Pro-

grams at our schools. I can hardly wait to start working with you and your children! 

 

Best regards, 

Linda Jang, Art Docent Coordinator 

 

DISTRICT ART DAY 
On Wednesday, September 27th your children will be celebrating our annual District Art Day by working together to create a poster.  

Each child will be contributed a drawing which relates to our district’s “Character Counts” program.  This year we will be featuring 

“Citizenship.”  Each student in our district will be designing a flag, which represent him or her. 
 

COLLAGE 
The first Hands-on Art Docent presentation for the year will be a collage project at each grade level.  Collage is an art form of this 

century, brought into the realm of fine modern art by Henri Matisse and his brilliant paper cut outs.  Collage is a two- dimensional 

art form, an assemblage of paper, cloth and textured shapes, which are pasted to a flat surface.  Collage appeals to the child’s desire 

to touch, feel, see, explore and collect.  It offers the child an opportunity to make independent choices and to organize objects within 

a given framework.   

In creating a collage, our students learn hands-on about important elements of art -- line, shape, color, texture, value, and space.  

They explore how to combine these basic elements using all the principles of artistic design - balance, rhythm, movement, con-

trast, emphasis, pattern, and unity. 

Collage making gives the child freedom to think and invent connections between visual ideas. The ease and directness possible in 

arranging a collage may help a child who is timid about other art processes. Collage shapes may be cut or torn directly from paper 

without drawing. . The flexibility of arrangement makes it very different from working with crayons or paint.  
 

 

HANDS-ON UNITS 

Grade K students will make a Giant Paper Ice Cream Cone Collage imagining colors, shapes and details of a favorite treat. 
 

Grade 1 students will make a bouquet of Cut and Torn Paper Flowers in a layered composition of shapes, sizes and colors of their 

own choosing. 
 

Grade 2 students create an Imaginary Ancestor Collage of a person out of paper, fabric and found materials. 
 

Grade 3 students learn about architecture as they design and assemble a Dream House Collage, complete with background and en-

vironment for their houses. 
 

 

PICTURE OF THE MONTH art appreciation lessons for all students in the Washington Union School District 

expose students to the history of art of the western world through a sequential presentation from Renaissance to modern 

times.  Prints of the selected art period hang in the classroom for one month and then are discussed with students by a 

trained art docent.  The theme for September is Renaissance art of the 15th and 16th centuries.  Due to a generous art 

grant we have several new prints this month. 
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Character Counts! for September 

Responsibility 

Do what you are supposed to do • Plan ahead • Per-

severe: keep on trying! • Always do your best • Use 

self-control • Be self-disciplined • Think before you 

act — consider the consequences • Be accountable 

for your words, actions, and attitudes • Set a good example for 

others 

- See more at: http://charactercounts.org 

The Art Corner

 

The Carousel Animal for this month is  

Ansvar (derived from the Norwegian for 
“responsible”) the ELEPHANT with color-
ful ribbons ties around his trunk and tail 
to help him remember his responsibili-

ties. 

 

 
The color for Responsibility is green. 
Think being responsible for a garden or fi-

nances; or as in being solid and reliable like an 

oak. 



Safety Message continued 

MORNING DROP OFF  Please enter on the northeast side of the school and pull up as far as 
traffic allows to the unloading zone in front of the kindergarten building.  This area is a loading 
and unloading area for cars only. If you wish to walk your child to class or need to park for 
some other reason, then please go  into the parking lots in front of or alongside the kindergarten 
building.    

Please do not park in the loading and unloading area. This area is the designated bus loading and unloading area. 
Please do not form a double line when unloading students and always try to have your passengers ready to get out of 
the car quickly.  Please move up as far as possible along the curb area. The line moves along pretty efficiently when 
everyone cooperates. When exiting the drop off area, cars to the left pull through and exit onto Portola, cars to the right 
turn right and drive past the busses to the exit only driveway and exit onto Portola.   

AFTERNOON PICK–UP All the 1st-3rd classes pass through the lunch patio when dismissing from school.  Therefore, 
the best place to meet your child is by the inner lunch patio gate (not by the classrooms). Classes will leave their rooms 
at the 2:20 bell, so if you wait in the lunch patio area your child will be coming along  with their class.  For safety reasons, 
all students who are “walkers” or those who ride bicycles are asked to wait in the patio area until all the buses have left 
the area. If you plan to pick up your child but are delayed, s/he will be supervised in the patio area until the buses leave, 
then taken to the office to wait for you. If it is difficult for you to leave your car and meet your child by the gate, because 
you have small children with you, have your student wait with the “walkers” in the patio area. You can wait in your car, 
with your younger children, until the busses leave and then drive up to the curb area in front of the kindergarten. Your 
student will be dismissed from the patio area and can walk to your car at the curb area. Walkers are walked to the two 
corners nearest the school (Davenrich and Torero) and supervised as they cross the street. 

PARKING  The front parking lot is designated for Toro Park School parents, visitors and anyone who needs handi-
capped parking. The parking places on the northeast side of the school (alongside of the kindergarten building) are for 
employees, volunteers and visitors. Most of the parking spaces on the southwest side are used by the parents and em-

ployees of the School for the Hearing Impaired. The drive on that side of the school is for EXITING ONLY. 

Please assist us in teaching your children the importance of following safety procedures by always following these direc-
tions as you drop-off and pick-up your Toro Park student. 

CLOSED CAMPUS To ensure the safety of our students, the gates to the school are locked at 8:10 am. The patio gates 
are open from 2:10 pm until 2:30 pm for dismissal.  

Please help us out by leaving the campus by 2:30 and visiting and having extended play time after school at one of the 
nearby parks. Teachers and staff are busy after school with meetings, planning and getting ready for the next day and 
are unable to supervise students on campus after 2:30. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Parents, volunteers and visitors are required to sign in and out in the school office during school hours. This allows us to 
provide you with some identification. Please do not leave the office without signing in/out with either a visitor pass or vol-
unteer badge.  
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In order for students to benefit from a quality education, they need to be in school. Unless your 

child is ill, please make sure they come to school on time every day. School starts at 8:10 am.  

When students arrive after the bell at 8:10 am they must be escorted to the office and signed in 

on the late to school sheet in the office.   

We rely on ADA (Average Daily Attendance) to fund our various school programs and support   
systems. The state allocates funding to the district based upon this ADA. The school receives 
roughly $55.00 per day for each student who is in school. The state does not give us the $55.00 for 
student absences, even if the student was out for an illness or family emergency. We have set a 
goal of maintaining an average daily attendance of 98%, which we can achieve with your cooperation and support. We 
do not recommend that you send your son or daughter to school if they are ill; however, if you anticipate that the illness 
will keep them out of school at least five consecutive days or more, please call the office to arrange for an independent 
study contract.                      .  

You can make up the work, but you can not make up the experience.  

September is National Attendance Awareness Month 



Friendly Reminders 

Mon., Wed. & Fri.,  pencils are sold for 25¢ 

Tuesdays, students can buy Orange Juice tickets. 
Thursdays , students can buy Milk tickets. 
Thursdays, chocolate milk is available. 
Fridays wear a Toro Park shirt to show your SCHOOL SPIRIT. 
Fridays, students can buy ice cream for $1.00 1st –3rd grade only. 
Bus tickets for individual trips can be purchased in the office. $15.00 for a sheet of ten tickets. (Payable to 
WUSD or exact change please). 
Replacement folders are available in the office for $2.00 
Save Box Tops for Education and deposit them in the library collection box. 

Recycle used computer ink cartridges, cell phones, & pagers in the Library or Computer Lab. 

Lost & Found is filling up, please stop by and check for any of your child’s belongings 

We regret we no longer have spoons and forks available for students, please send a utensil with your child if they will 
need one to  eat their lunch. 

9/4 No School - Labor Day Holiday 
9/5 Parent Social hosted by WUEF & Parents’ Club in MPR 8 am—9:30 am 
9/6 12:45 pm Dismissal Collaboration Day  1st-3rd grade (No Change to Kinder Schedule) 
9/13 WUSD School Board Meeting 6:00 pm @ District Office 
9/14 Parents’ Club Meeting 6:00 pm @ SBMS Rm 10 
9/19  WUEF Meeting 6:00 pm Toro Park School MPR 
9/20 12:45 pm Dismissal Collaboration Day 1st-3rd Grade (No Change to Kinder Schedule) 
9/21 Parent Social hosted by Parents’ Club & WUEF in MPR 8:10 am—9:00 am 
9/21 Volunteer & Room Parent Orientation MPR at 9:00 am 
9/27 Minimum Day 11:45am Dismissal (All Kinders attend Session A) 
 
 

Upcoming in October 
10/2—10/6 Parent Conferences 12:45 pm Dismissal (No Change to Kinder Schedule) 
10/18  12:45 pm Dismissal Collaboration Day 1st-3rd Grade (No Change to Kinder Schedule) 

Mark Your Calendar 

Last year we earned nearly 
$1000.00 using the Box Tops for 
Education Program. We used 
these funds to sponsor school-
wide assemblies. Every Box Top 
counts! Clip them out and send 
them in. There is a “treasure” box 
in the library to deposit them.  
 
A special thanks to Tanya 
Reinhardt for all the extra effort in 
collecting and required processing 
of the labels.  
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Welcome to the Toro Park School Family: 
 

 Ms. Tran, 2nd Grade 
 

 Ms. Mendez, Computer Lab Instructional Assistant 
 

 Ms. Blue O’Brien, Health Aide 
 
 

Welcome New Staff! 
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